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Have you already clicked on the big fat green button “I Agree” without thinking? This is an example 
of a dark pattern, the new digital plague: manipulative design tactics that trick users into doing things 
they wouldn’t otherwise do.

Think cookies, subscriptions traps, purchasing journeys, privacy settings…they show up in almost 
every aspect we come across on the internet. 75.7% of sites contain dark patterns as evidenced by 
the FTC and ICPEN in July 2024, and 97% of the preferred EU e-commerce sites do, as shown by 
the European Commission. Yet, they are totally illegal around the world, causing significant individual 
and societal harms.

Companies like Amazon, X, Temu, Shein, Meta, TikTok are facing major lawsuits for the usage of 
these tactics. Settlements already reached up to $520M in the US. With regulations tightening up 
around the world, any digital player should care.

https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/news/press-releases/2024/07/ftc-icpen-gpen-announce-results-review-use-dark-patterns-affecting-subscription-services-privacy
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/606365bc-d58b-11ec-a95f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/606365bc-d58b-11ec-a95f-01aa75ed71a1/language-en
https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/ftc_gov/pdf/amazon-rosca-public-redacted-complaint-to_be_filed.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_3761
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/commission-requests-information-online-marketplaces-temu-and-shein-compliance-digital-services-act
https://digital-strategy.ec.europa.eu/en/news/commission-requests-information-online-marketplaces-temu-and-shein-compliance-digital-services-act
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_2664
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_2227
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/news/press-releases/2022/12/fortnite-video-game-maker-epic-games-pay-more-half-billion-dollars-over-ftc-allegations


FairPatterns’ AI technology screens sites and apps, detects any dark pattern and fixes it with their fair 
patterns: interfaces that empower users to make their own, free and informed choices.

•	 Extensive screening, 100 times faster than humans
•	 All potential legal violations at a glance
•	 Seamless remediation with fair patterns, from their award-winning legal design portfolio

As a startup that sits at the intersection of law, technology, design and neurosciences, Fairpatterns 
empowers digital players to avoid legal risks while creating high value products. They also 
supercharge law firms with AI, to translate their legal advice into easily implementable design 
solutions.

“Our solution represents a pivotal step forward in the fight against dark patterns,” said  
Marie Potel-Saville, CEO of Fair patterns. “We’re eager to introduce it at Web Summit and 
demonstrate how it can redefine ethical digital practices for businesses worldwide.”

“Without AI assistance, this sort of audit is very manual and incredibly time consuming. There’s also a 
scarcity of expertise both in UI and legal analysis. FairPatterns’ new tool could completely change the 
game. It’s great to see AI being used in such a positive way” - Dr. Harry Brignull, PhD,  
expert witness in lawsuits that involve deceptive patterns, author of Deceptive Patterns.

Marie will be talking about “Dark Patterns vs Fairness by Design in an AI-Driven World” taking 
place on November 14th at 2:35 - 2:55PM, Stage 15 Pavilion 5. Mariana Barbosa will facilitate the 
discussion with Celia Hodent, PhD, an expert in game UX and cognitive psychology and Ines Portela, 
Legal Tech entrepreneur and co-founder of the WebSummit Lisbon.

Join the audience for an exciting discussion with practical insights on the digital landscape, the 
impact of dark patterns, and what a sustainable digital market should look like.

Less risks, more trust: digital where both businesses and humans can thrive.

FairPatterns: the Future of Tech is Fair.
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https://testimonium.co/
https://www.deceptive.design/book/contents/get-started
https://www.fairpatterns.com/

