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Qatar Showcases Startup and Investment Ecosystem at Web Summit

Lisbon 2025

Lisbon, Portugal, 09 November 2025 — The State of Qatar will showcase the depth of its entrepreneurial and innovation
ecosystem at Web Summit Lisbon 2025 through a national pavilion under the Startup Qatar brand. Bringing together 12
leading entities from across investment, technology and culture, the Pavilion highlights how Qatar is nurturing one of the

Middle East’s most dynamic environments for entrepreneurship and growth.

At the heart of the Pavilion is Invest Qatar, which leads the Startup Qatarinitiative — the country’s flagship platform
connecting founders with funding, incubation and networking opportunities. Through this program, Qatar offers up to
$500,000 in seed funding to START and up to $5 million in scale-up capital to GROW — empowering startups to expand
globally. Four companies supported by the program will showcase their products and ambitions, each having chosen Qatar as

their strategic base for regional and international expansion.

Complementing these efforts, the Qatar Investment Authority (QIA) will present progress on its US $1billion Fund of Funds,
established to strengthen venture-capital activity and attract leading global startups to Doha. The initiative underscores
Qatar’s commitment to building a vibrant funding ecosystem that supports innovation, diversification and long-term economic

growth.

Visitors can also experience @Qatar, a digital storytelling platform offering a window into life in Qatar, through two
immersive activations at the Pavilion. These include the @Qatar Digital Screen, “That Was My Big Move. Will It Be Yours?”,
featuring short films from 76 countries that share real stories of people who moved to Qatar and found success. Alongside it,
the @Qatar Poll Wall invites visitors to share what inspires their ambitions, reflecting @Qatar’s message that Qatar is a

place to grow, connect and live a meaningful life.

The Pavilion will also bring together the country’s leading innovation stakeholders, including the Ministry of Communications
and Information Technology (MCIT), which is advancing Qatar’s digital transformation and artificial intelligence strategy; the
Qatar Financial Centre (QFC), a global business hub offering international firms 100 per cent foreign ownership, full profit
repatriation and a competitive 10 per cent corporate tax rate; the Qatar Research, Development and Innovation (QRDI)
Council, which drives research and technology-based economic growth; and Visit Qatar, which highlights the nation’s

creativity, culture and world-class destinations.

Throughout the week, Qatar’s delegation, led by Sheikh Jassim bin Mansour bin Jabor Al Thani, Director of the Government
Communications Office, will take part in high-level discussions and panels. Confirmed speakers include Hamad Al Hajri,

Founder and CEO of Snoonu; Lars Gehrmann, Group Chief Digital Officer at Qatar Insurance Group, Mohamed Benbouadi,
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Managing Director of Professional Services at the QFC; and Ghanim Al Saadi, Manager of Investor Relations at the Qatar
Free Zones Authority.

“We look forward to welcoming visitors to the Startup Qatar Pavilion, where they can experience the energy and
ambition driving Qatar’s growing startup ecosystem. The Pavilion reflects our commitment to fostering global

connections and creating new opportunities for collaboration, investment, and growth.”

- Sheikh Jassim bin Mansour bin Jabor Al Thani, Director of the Government Communications Office (GCO) and
Chairman of the Permanent Web Summit Qatar Organising Committee

Building on its established presence at previous editions, Qatar’s participation in Web Summit Lisbon 2025 reaffirms its
commitment to fostering global collaboration and advancing innovation. It also sets the stage for the upcoming Web Summit
Qatar 2026, where discussions initiated in Lisbon will continue in Doha — creating new avenues for partnership, investment,

and knowledge exchange.

As arising centre for entrepreneurship and technology in the MENA region, Qatar continues to strengthen its position as a
global destination for talent and enterprise, offering a stable, forward-looking environment where innovation and opportunity

thrive.

Success of Web Summit Qatar 2025

The 2025 edition of Web Summit Qatar achieved record-breaking participation, underscoring the country’s growing status as
a global hub for innovation and entrepreneurship. The event welcomed 25,700 attendees — an increase of more than
10,000 from the previous year — alongside 723 investors and 1,520 startups, 47 per cent of which were founded by

women, marking a 51 per cent rise compared to the inaugural edition.

The Startup Qatar Pavilion drew exceptional international engagement, reflecting the impact of new incentives introduced
by the Qatar Financial Centre (QFC). As a result, more than 1,600 companies registered to establish a presence in

Qatar, with hundreds of licences granted during the event.

A series of strategic agreements signed between Qatari and international entities further reinforced Qatar’s growing role as
a destination where innovation, entrepreneurship, and global investment converge. These collaborations showcased the
nation’s ability to translate dialogue into partnerships that drive meaningful economic and technological progress. The summit
also attracted leading global investors, including Greycroft, 500 Global, and Peak XV Partners, offering unparalleled

opportunities for startups to engage with key venture capital firms.
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Looking Ahead: Web Summit Qatar 2026

The upcoming edition of Web Summit Qatar is set to be the largest ever held in the country, welcoming more than 30,000

attendees from over 120 countries, alongside 1,500 startups, 700 investors, and 600 media representatives.

Early indicators show strong international interest, with startups from over 60 countries already confirming participation —
The upcoming edition will build on the momentum from Lisbon, reinforcing Qatar’s position as one of the world’s most
attractive destinations for entrepreneurship and innovation — and further advancing the nation’s vision for a sustainable,

technology-driven future.

Government Communications Office

The Government Communications Office was established in 2015 to coordinate communications activities across

government and semi-government institutions and to showcase the country’s vision, initiatives and achievements.

For more information ,please visit our website: www.gco.gov.ga/en

Media Contact: wsq(@gqco.gov.qa

Follow GCO on social media:

Instagram | X | LinkedIn | YouTube | Snapchat | TikTok

Useful Links:

¢ Web Summit Qatar Official Website

¢ Qatar — Your Next Big Move
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